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Hitx No. V Rcavmcd sii)icn^«nl iu\<Wt A nido 55^2) with i-ci^iml (o novcliv, jnvvnli(^« sivp or liulostrial a(»pncAlM[ji.v; 
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2 CUn(ion> ;inr) cxplifiniirtn^ (Rule 7(1.7} 

The subject matter of claims 1-20 is novel over the prior 
art (PCX Article 33(2)) in light of the documents cited 
in the international search report. 

The problem addressed by the present invention appears to 
be that of providing an alternative process for producing 
micropellets- However, in light of the prior art the 
proposed process does not appear to involve an inventive 
step^ since/ compared to other granulation methods^ spray 
granulation is a well-known process for preparing 
compositions of sparingly soluble active substances. 
Preparation of substances for granulation in the form of 
solid dispersions of micronized particles is likewise 
well known. The quantitative ratios shown also fall 
within the normal ranges for functional adjuvants and 
active substance. The list of solutizers in claim 4 is 
not limiting^ since it is preceded by the expression 
^'more particularly". The preferred macrolide antibiotics 
of the present application are explicitly mentioned among 
sparingly soluble active substances of the prior art (see 
EP1027887 (Dl) paragraphs 18, 20, 23, 43, 45 and 73; 
WO02/089773 (D2) pages 16-17 and examples C and D) . The 
process claimed in claims 1-10 and the micropellets or 
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pharmaceutical presentations thereby obtainable claimed 
in claims 15 and 17 do not appear to involve an inventive 
step (PCT Article 33(3)) in light of Dl and D2 . 

The process claimed in claims 11-14 and the products 
claimed in claims 18-20 involve an inventive step, since 
the processes so restricted and the products thereby 
produced are not suggested by the prior art. 

Expressions placed between parentheses in a claim can 
lead to lack of clarity, since it is not possible bo 
discern whether said expressions have a restrictive 
effect on the subject matter ot the claim in respect of 
novelty (claims 8, 15 and 16; PCX Article 6) • 
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